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Declared	
  plant	
  in	
  South	
  Australia	
  2013	
  

Na=ve	
  to	
  South	
  America.	
  Probably	
  introduced	
  on	
  
Chilean	
  horses’	
  tails	
  in	
  the	
  1840s.	
  

Descrip'on	
  

Erect,	
  much	
  branched,	
  summer-­‐growing	
  annual	
  
herb	
  30-­‐60	
  cm	
  high,	
  occasionally	
  to	
  1	
  m,	
  
reproducing	
  by	
  seed.	
  Most	
  germina=on	
  occurs	
  
aNer	
  rain	
  in	
  late	
  spring	
  and	
  summer.	
  Plants	
  
generally	
  die	
  early	
  in	
  winter	
  but	
  mature	
  plants	
  
may	
  be	
  found	
  at	
  any	
  =me	
  of	
  year.	
  

Stems	
  greenish	
  yellow	
  with	
  fine	
  short	
  hairs,	
  
armed	
  at	
  the	
  base	
  of	
  each	
  leaf	
  and	
  stem	
  node	
  
with	
  one	
  or	
  two	
  triple-­‐pronged	
  yellow	
  spines	
  
15-­‐25	
  mm	
  long.	
  

Leaves	
  to	
  7	
  cm	
  long,	
  alternate	
  and	
  divided	
  into	
  
three	
  lobes;	
  dark	
  green	
  and	
  shiny	
  above	
  with	
  
prominent	
  pale	
  veins,	
  downy	
  and	
  pale	
  green	
  or	
  
whi=sh	
  beneath.	
  

Flowers	
  creamy	
  green,	
  small	
  and	
  inconspicuous,	
  
Feb-­‐Jul.	
  Female	
  flowers	
  occur	
  beneath	
  the	
  leaf	
  
axils;	
  male	
  flowers	
  at	
  the	
  ends	
  of	
  stems.	
  

Fruit	
  an	
  ovoid,	
  straw-­‐coloured,	
  hairy	
  burr,	
  1-­‐1.5	
  
cm	
  long	
  and	
  4-­‐5	
  mm	
  wide,	
  covered	
  with	
  yellow-­‐
orange	
  hooked	
  spines.	
  

Seeds	
  flat,	
  brown	
  or	
  black,	
  1	
  cm	
  long,	
  two	
  in	
  each	
  
burr.	
  Seed	
  may	
  remain	
  dormant	
  in	
  the	
  soil	
  for	
  up	
  
to	
  eight	
  years.	
  	
  

Taproot	
  branched,	
  to	
  over	
  3	
  m	
  deep,	
  oNen	
  with	
  
extensive	
  lateral	
  roots.	
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